Mid Sussex Sites DPD – GTA Civils Review of Highway Impacts - SUMMARY
•

The Mid Sussex Strategic Highway Model (MSSHM) has been used by MSDC to assess the
transport impacts of the Sites DPD.

•

The comparison of existing observed and modelled flows for road links in the vicinity of Folders
Lane appears generally acceptable. However, there may be an issue with the way in which the
B2112 from Janes Lane to Ditchling crossroads is described in the model which would affect the
model’s determination of route shares for all north/south traffic in the southern and central
parts of the district.

•

Folders Lane currently carries traffic flows that are well within its capacity in link terms. Traffic
generated by both the Local Plan and the Sites DPD allocations for sites served from Folders
Lane would not compromise that.

•

Highway network impacts are assessed in the study reports by reference to their severity, but
there are concerns about the criteria adopted to define ‘severe’ and ‘significant’ (which is a
lower level of impact used in the MSSHM reporting). The incremental impact approach used
under-represents cumulative impacts with the Sites DPD allocations added. There is also no
assessment of impacts on highway safety as required by NPPF para 109.

•

At the western junction of Folders Lane with Keymer Road (Junction S27), the Sites DPD
assessment misrepresents the way that the junction works in conjunction with the much more
heavily impacted junction (Junction S6) of Keymer Road / Station Road / Junction Road /
Silverdale Road to the north.

•

Junction S6 would operate at well over capacity with excessive RFCs, queues and delays, in all
Scenarios greater than in the base year, and the operation of the Folders Lane/ Keymer Road
junction (junction S27) would increasingly be impacted by the inadequacies of Junction S6. This
could only be exacerbated by new traffic generated by the Folders Lane area allocations in the
Sites DPD.

•

Modelling of the 2031 end-of-plan-period forecast year clearly shows that the package of
highway improvements already committed and included in the Reference Case (RC) Scenario
(including the Local Plan development) is not sufficient on its own to enable the level of
development included in the RC alone to be delivered without widespread ‘severe’ highway
network impacts.

•

As set out in the Sites DPD testing report, the contribution of sustainable transport initiatives
to resolving the additional impacts of additional Sites DPD sites would be marginal at best.

•

The Sites DPD additional highway mitigation, focussed on the A23 and its junction with A2300,
is clearly not only important to mitigate the additional traffic demands of the Sites DPD sites,
but is also essential to enable the impacts of the RC itself (i.e. the local plan without any
additional Sites DPD sites) to be potentially considered tolerable.

