
South of Folders Lane
Action Group                           UPDATE – 8th October 2014

This email is to update all our supporters about the current status on the planning 
applications and appeals posted on our website over the last few months. You can 
now also follow us on our new Twitter and Facebook accounts at 

twitter.com/soflagofficial or facebook.com/southoffolderslaneactiongroup

Jones Homes Plan to Build 75 Dwellings on land behind 88 Folders Lane
Following our email update on the 2nd September SOFLAG committee members 
attended the Jones/Stallard exhibition at the Martlett's on the 8th September where 
we also handed out flyers to the public. 

In their pre-application talks Jones were warned by councillors that they should 
consult widely with local residents prior to submitting any application so it is 
disappointing that instead of advertising in the local press they chose instead to 
write to just a select few local residents. Consequently SOFLAG can confirm that just
39 residents plus two Burgess Hill town councillors visited the exhibition, hardly a 
wide consultation. 

As yet Jones has not submitted a formal application but we know it is only a matter 
of time before they do so. What we can confirm is that they want to build circa 75 
dwellings of which 30% will be affordable flats or semi detached houses in the 
fields behind Folders Lane and access will be via the site of 88 Folders Lane which 
will be demolished.

Be in no doubt with MSDC admitting they do not have an up to date 5 year supply of
housing then they will have no choice but to give this application very serious 
consideration.

SOFLAG is monitoring the situation very closely whilst preparing a defence and we 
will contact everyone as soon as the application is submitted. In the interim you can
keep up to date with the latest news by following us on Twitter and Facebook. 

IndigoScott Re-Apply To Build Nine Houses on the site of Oaklands and Holfords 
adjacent to the Folders Lane/Keymer Road Mini Roundabout.

This application received in early August remains pending consideration with the 
MSDC planning officer. The deadline for objections has passed and we can report 
that almost 100 letters of objection were submitted. Ward councillor Ian Simpson 
has informed the planning case officer that the application will be ‘called in’ which 
means it will be decided by one of the two MSDC planning sub committees A or B 
and not by the planning officer under delegated powers, he will instead submit his 
recommendation to the committee.

https://twitter.com/soflagofficial
http://pa.midsussex.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=N9XLHNKT07E00
http://pa.midsussex.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=N9XLHNKT07E00
https://www.facebook.com/southoffolderslaneactiongroup


Dorepark Ltd Appeal against MSDC refusal to build on land to the rear of 
Spinningdale Keymer Road 

This appeal remains under consideration by the Government Planning Inspector. 
The deadline for representations has passed and the inspector carried out a site 
visit on the 5th September, a decision is expected by the 13th October, check our 
Twitter and Facebook for any updates.

Application to build a 4 Bedroom house on the land to the rear of Silver Birches, 
Keymer Road 

This site had twice been refused permission by MSDC and had failed two previous 
appeals therefore it is extremely disappointing to report that despite some 30-40 
letters of objection plus a recommendation of refusal by the BHTC, the MSDC 
councillors on planning committee B decided to allow this latest application. 

The councillors justified their decision on the fact they had recently allowed a single
house development at a nearby property, Farthings, whilst completely ignoring the 
earlier findings of two inspectors who said building this house in addition to the 
three already granted permission in 2008 (but not yet built) behind neighbouring 
Tryfan & Parkwood would badly affect the street scene from the Keymer Road. 

We had hoped that as 6 years has passed since permission had been granted then 
these three other houses may not go ahead but an application has now been 
submitted in the last week to make minor design changes to the houses so it looks 
inevitable that soon there will be in effect a mini housing estate in this backland 
area of the Keymer Road. Shame on the councillors on this one. 

District & Neighbourhood Plans

The re-submitted District Plan 2014 -2031 (DP) is due to go before the MSDC 
scrutiny committee on the 14th October. If it passes then it will go out for public 
consultation in October/November however you can see a draft copy now by 
clicking on the link below or by copying and pasting it into your web browser. 

http://www.midsussex.gov.uk/media/District_Plan_2014-31_Consultation_Draft_-
_for_SCPED.pdf

The goal is to submit the DP to the Secretary of State by May 2015 with, subject to it
passing full examination, full adoption by February 2016. You will remember the DP
fell at the first hurdle last year when the government inspector decided MSDC had 
failed in its Duty to Co-Operate with the neighbouring planning authorities.

Regarding the Burgess Hill Neighbourhood Plan, an updated version is currently 
being prepared by the BHTC and this will be submitted to MSDC at the end of this 
month and then hopefully will go out for public consultation by the end of this year. 
Assuming all goes well it is hoped it will be submitted to the Government Inspector 
in the New Year and be ready for a public referendum by July/August 2015.

It is vitally important that both plans are ratified and adopted ASAP, until then we 

http://www.midsussex.gov.uk/media/District_Plan_2014-31_Consultation_Draft_-_for_SCPED.pdf
http://www.midsussex.gov.uk/media/District_Plan_2014-31_Consultation_Draft_-_for_SCPED.pdf
http://pa.midsussex.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=N8JM12KT08C00
http://pa.midsussex.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=N8JM12KT08C00
http://pa.midsussex.gov.uk/online-applications/appealDetails.do?activeTab=details&keyVal=N8EBZ0KT0A500
http://pa.midsussex.gov.uk/online-applications/appealDetails.do?activeTab=details&keyVal=N8EBZ0KT0A500


are at the mercy of almost unfettered development, especially in the green spaces 
which the developers are pushing hard for.

National Planning Policy

SOFLAG is monitoring developments in national planning policy and following the 
progress of various applications and appeals. It is now standard practice for 
developers to ignore local decision making and go to appeal when councils refuse 
their applications, and the planning inspectors who decide these appeals routinely 
refer to national policies and past cases. 

The highest level of decision making, above even the appeal system, lies with the 
Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government Eric Pickles, and he has 
recently made some interesting judgements.

In September he ruled on four recovered appeals (that means they had been called 
in for investigation by his office). Three of these were in Mid-Sussex, two in 
Hurstpierpoint and one in Sayers Common. He ruled that emerging neighbourhood 
plans could be used to determine where housing should go. The application that he 
allowed was for development on land allocated for housing by the neighbourhood 
plan, and the two that he blocked were on land that is not allocated.

This is important because the fields south of Folders Lane are not allocated for 
housing in the Burgess Hill Neighbourhood Plan or the District Plan, so these 
judgements may help us in our fight. 

On October 6th Eric Pickles and Planning Minister Brandon Lewis issued updated 
guidance on how councils should use their local plans “to safeguard their local 
area against urban sprawl and protect the green lungs around towns and 
cities.” 

The new guidance specifically talks about green belt in particular. However, Mid-
Sussex has very little designated green belt, instead it uses designations such as 
“countryside area of development restraint” and seven identified “strategic gaps” 
designed to prevent settlements merging. The fields south of Folders Lane are 
covered by both of these, so we hope that this new guidance will help to protect 
them. 

MSDC clearly intended these classifications to be the equivalent of green belt. When
the 2004 Local Plan was being drawn up, land north of East Grinstead that had been
designated as green belt when it was officially in Surrey (before 1993 boundary 
changes) was brought under the “countryside area of development restraint” 
definition with the intention that the protection would be the same. 

We mention this as we want to reassure you that we are doing as much preparation 
as we can for the fight ahead.



FINALLY…..

THANKS TO SOFLAG’S SUPPORTERS WE HAVE SO FAR HAD 
CONSIDERABLE SUCCESS IN RESISTING INAPPROPRIATE 
DEVELOPMENT IN OUR AREA. PLEASE CONTINUE TO HELP AND PASS
ON OUR MESSAGE TO FRIENDS AND NEIGHBOURS.

TOGETHER WE CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE!
South of Folders Lane Action Group

www.southoffolderslaneactiongroup.co.uk

twitter.com/soflagofficial
facebook.com/southoffolderslaneactiongroup

https://www.facebook.com/southoffolderslaneactiongroup
https://twitter.com/soflagofficial
http://www.southoffolderslaneactiongroup.co.uk/

